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Synopsis

This new version of the Caldecott-winning classic by illustrator David Small and author Judith St.
George is updated with current facts and new illustrations to include our forty-second president,
George W. Bush. There are now three Georges in the catalog of presidential names, a Bush
alongside the presidential family tree, and a new face on the endpaper portraiture. Hilariously
illustrated by Small, this celebration by St. George shows us the foibles, quirks and humanity of
forty-two men who have risen to one of the most powerful positions in the world. Perfect for this

election year--and every year!
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Customer Reviews

Tired of books about the presidency that present themselves as history books? Author Judith St.
George--along with Caldecott Honor-winning illustrator David Small--has created a book about the
presidency that’s serious fun. The basic theme is that anyone can be president: a fat man (William
Howard Taft) or a tiny man (James Madison), a relative youngster (Teddy Roosevelt at 42) or
oldster (Ronald Reagan at 69). Presidential hobbies, sports, virtues, and vices all get a
tongue-in-cheek airing, perfectly matched by Small’s political-cartoon style of caricature painting. It's

fun, but the underlying purpose is clearly serious: to remind kids that the American presidents have



been a motley group of individuals, not a row of marble busts. Ironically, that message makes the
presidency far more interesting (and appealing) than it seems in some of the more traditional books.
There’s a factual addendum at the back giving all the dates and names, with a one-line bio for each
past-president. (Ages 8 and older) --Richard Farr --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.

HThis lighthearted, often humorous roundup of anecdotes and trivia is cast as a handbook of helpful
hints to aspiring presidential candidates. St. George (Sacagawea; Crazy Horse) points out that it
might boost your odds of being elected if your name is James (the moniker of six former presidents)
or if your place of birth was a humble dwelling ("You probably weren’t born in a log cabin. That’s too
bad. People are crazy about log-cabin Presidents. They elected eight"). She serves up diverse,
occasionally tongue-in-cheek tidbits and spices the narrative with colorful quotes from her subjects.
For instance, she notes that "Warren Harding was a handsome man, but he was one of our worst
Presidents" due to his corrupt administration, and backs it up with one of his own quotes, "l am not
fit for this office and never should have been here." Meanwhile, Small (The Gardener) shows

Harding crowned king of a "Presidential Beauty Contest

Excellent book. Would recommend

Can’t wait to use in class.

The book was exactly as it was described. It is filled with fun-filled facts and will hold any young

reader’s attention.

Well deserving of a Caldecott Award.

Excellent

Great book!

My son’s class is learning all about the presidents. This book was the perfect way to introduce them!

| loaned my copy to his teacher to read to the whole class.



My 1st grade son loves this book. He quotes stories about various presidents and remembers how
many are named James, William, etc. Most of the info in this book is new and interesting compared

to most historical books you pick up. A great addition to every school child’s home book shelf!
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